
Parent Responsibilities 

 

In order for Team 21 to be a success we will need the support of our 
parents.  All parents of Team 21 students will be asked to support the 
team in one of several ways.   

 

1. Assist in classrooms with projects:  The nature of Team 21 will be 
heavily project based.  Some projects may require additional 
hands and or helpers in the classroom on days when these pro-
jects are being completed.  

2. Donate supplies for classroom projects.   

3. Field Trip Chaperones:  Team 21 will take several field trips to see 
real world application of the skills they are striving to master.  
Team 21 will need chaperones to help supervise students on 
these trips. 

4. Participate in monthly career day showcases:  Each month Team 
21 will showcase different careers.   We will ask for parents to 
come in and share information about their job and answer stu-
dent questions about how the 21st century skills are used in your 
profession. 

If you have questions or need further information please contact 

Maggie Fehrman 

North Gwinnett Middle School 

www.northgwinnettms.com 

678-745-2300 

Maggie_Fehrman@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 

Applications for Team 21 will be available starting March 25, 2010 on the 
North Gwinnett Middle School web page and through your 5th grade 

teacher. 

Completed applications are due to North Gwinnett Middle by May  21, 2010. 

An informational Meeting for interested Parents will be held 

April 12, 2009 at 6:00pm at North Gwinnett Middle School 
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Team 21 Overview 

In today’s global economy students need more than just content 
knowledge to prepare them for successful careers in the 21st 
century.  Team 21 students will learn through an interdisciplinary 
framework that incorporates 21st century skills and literacies to 
prepare students for success in today’s world.  Students will 
learn through problem solving, investigation and collaborative 
learning experiences.   



Learning in the 21st Century 

Team 21 classrooms will look different than a traditional 6th grade 
classroom.  Students will be working on group and individual projects 
that are differentiated for their ability level and learning styles.  The 
county curriculum will be taught though investigation and exploration.  
Interdisciplinary themes will tie the content together and promote un-
derstanding at higher levels. 

The interdisciplinary themes will include: 

- Global Awareness   - Financial and Economic Literacy 

- Civic Literacy    - Health Literacy 

- Environmental Literacy 

Team 21 Curriculum Framework 

21st Century Skills 

Yesterday’s answers won’t solve tomorrow’s problems. Students who 
demonstrate proficiency in the following skills will be poised for successful 
careers in the 21st century. 

Critical Thinking and Problem Solving 

Students need to think outside the box to solve problems in new and creative 
ways.  Students will learn how to elaborate, refine, analyze, and evaluate their 
ideas and the ideas of others in order to develop new and creative ways to 
solve problems. 

Collaboration and Leadership 

Technology has made the world smaller.  Jobs of the 21st century will require 
students to be able to work with people from all over the world. Students will 
work in collaborative groups and will learn how to communicate their ideas to 
others effectively, be open and responsive to new and diverse perspectives and 
be able to incorporate the ideas of others in their group projects.  Students will 
also develop their leadership skills and work on leading groups and promoting 
and defending their ideas. 

Adaptability 

Innovations, inventions,  and even world events can change the way of doing 
things in a heartbeat.  Students need to be flexible and be able to adapt to 
changes quickly.   

Initiative 

Taking risks and trying new things are essential if students want to compete in 
the global economy and job market. 

Effective Oral and Written Communication 

Students need to be able to articulate their thoughts and ideas clearly and ar-
ticulately using oral, written, and nonverbal mediums to inform, instruct, moti-
vate and persuade others. 

Accessing and Analyzing Information 

On a daily basis students have access to endless amounts of data.  Successful 
students need to be able to negotiate between what data is necessary and what 
data is extraneous. 

Curiosity and Imagination 

A natural curiosity for learning and exploring is a necessity to drive students in 
solving problems.  Imagination is a key for thinking of unique and creative ways 
to solve problems. 


